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Part I

Course information
Teaching assistant TBA

Time and location Mondays 3:00-5:50pm in Room TBA.

Admission Priority will be given to Harris master’s students, followed by graduate students from
other departments. Undergraduates should take my Political Economy of Development class (sorry,
no exceptions).

Prerequisites There are no formal prerequisities for this class, but non-Harris students should
have a background in economics, statistics, and basic game theory. I have designed this class to be
a complement to James Robinson’s Why Nations Fail class. Thus students can receive credit for
both. Nonetheless, the themes are overlapping and so I slightly discourage people from taking both
classes unless international development and conflict is your specialty.

What this course is about
Most countries in the world have been independent for about 50 years. Some are peaceful and have
prospered, while some remain poor, war-torn, or both. What explains why some countries have
succeeded while others remain poor, violent, and unequal?

Moreover, fifty years on, a lot of smart people are genuinely surprised that these countries’
leaders have not been able to make more progress in implementing good policies. If there are good
examples to follow, why haven’t more countries followed these examples into peace and prosperity?
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Finally, we see poverty and violence despite 50 years of outside intervention. Shouldn’t foreign
aid, democracy promotion, peacekeeping, and maybe even military intervention promote order and
growth? If not why not, and what should we do about it as citizens?

This class is going to try to demystify what’s going on. There are good explanations for violence
and disorder. There are some good reasons leaders don’t make headway, bureaucrats seem slothful,
and programs gets perverted. The idea is to talk about the political, economic, and natural logics
that lead to function and dysfunction, order and disorder.

A lot of students will graduate and go and do peace-building or development work of some
kind. I can’t tell you what specific programs or reforms to focus on, or how to implement them.
What I can do is help you to understand some of the big ideas about why some paths lead to
order, and some to violence. Or why the best plans so often goes awry—ideas that surprisingly few
development practitioners ever acquire.

To understand the politics of weak states in the last 50 years, we are going to start with some
theory and history. We need a theory of violence, and theories of how states, institutions, and
societies develop to curb violence. And we want to look at the development of Western nations,
and their impacts on the world, over a wide sweep of history.

Moreover, I designed this course to give students an appreciation for big ideas and theories in
comparative politics, international relations, political economy, sociology, geography, and develop-
ment economics. This class involves reading a lot of material, and building your conceptual and
historical sense of development and politics.

This is a global class, but a slightly unbalanced one. A lot of the examples are going to draw
on Africa and Latin America, with a good deal on historical European and U.S. development, plus
some material on the Middle East and Asia—an ordering determined largely by my knowledge and
ignorance.

I won’t have the concrete policy answers in many cases. Actually, no one does, and one of my
big aims in this class is to help you learn enough and think critically enough to know why everyone
with a clear solution is wrong, and why “peace-building” and “development” are the hardest things
in the world. There is no single answer. But there are some principles to finding the right answer
in the right situation, and history to learn from. That’s what you’re signing up for in this class.

Grading
To be determined.

Part II

Weekly schedule and readings
This is a reading-intensive course. Each week I assign about four book chapters or papers, and
you need to read all of them before attending class. We will be discussing them together and I
may call on you. All are downloadable online through UChicago’s network or a proxy server. The
book chapters that are not on the Internet have Dropbox links. Please let me know if any links are
broken and I will fix them.
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“Recommended readings” are not required, but I’ll often discuss a key idea or concept in the
lecture. I list them here for your reference and future reading.

1 “Anarchy” and the demand for order
• Farrell, Henry. 2015. “Dark Leviathan: The Silk Road Might Have Started as a Libertarian

Experiment, but It Was Doomed to End as a Fiefdom Run by Pirate Kings.” Aeon, February.

• Amos Sawyer. 2004. “Violent conflicts and governance challenges in West Africa: the case of
the Mano River basin area.” The Journal of Modern African Studies 42(03).

• Olson, Mancur. 1993. “Dictatorship, Democracy, and Development.” American Political
Science Review 87(3): 567-576.

• Sen, Amartya 1988. “The Concept of Development,” Handbook of Development Economics,
Volume 1, Edited by H. Chenery and T.N. Srinivasan, Elsevier Science Publishers.

Recommended reading
• Arjona, Ana. 2014. “Wartime Institutions: A Research Agenda.” Journal of Conflict Resolu-

tion 58(8).

• Autesserre, Severine. 2008. “The Trouble with Congo. How Local Disputes Fuel Regional
Violence,” Foreign Affairs, May-June, 87 (3), 94–110.

• Introductionand Chapter 1 of Gambetta, Diego. 1996. “The Sicilian Mafia: the business of
private protection.” Harvard University Press.

• Skarbek, David. 2011. “Governance and prison gangs.” American Political Science Review
105(4): 702-716. (Or listen to the EconTalk podcast from March 2015)

• de la Sierra, Raúl Sánchez. 2015. “On the Origin of States: Stationary Bandits and Taxation
in Eastern Congo.” Working paper.

• Barry Weingast on the Violence Trap. EconTalk podcst. August 2013.

• Bates, Robert, Avner Greif, and Smita Singh. “Organizing violence.” Journal of Conflict
Resolution 46.5 (2002): 599-628.

• Bates, Robert H. 2008. “When Things Fell Apart: State Failure in Late-Century Africa.”
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

• Hobbes, Thomas. 1651. “Leviathan”

2 Why fight at all?
• Chapter 1 of Wood, Elisabeth J. 2003. “Insurgent Collective Action and Civil War in El

Salvador.” New York: Cambridge University Press.
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• Fearon, James 1995. “Rationalist Explanations for War,” International Organization 49(3):
379-414.

• Kaplan, Robert. 1994. “The Coming Anarchy,” The Atlantic, February.

• First 8 pages of Walter, Barbara. 2014. “Why Bad Governance Leads to Repeat Civil War.”
Journal of Conflict Resolution. 58(2).

Recommended reading
• Collier, Paul, and Anke Hoeffler. 2004. “Greed and grievance in civil war.” Oxford economic

papers 56(4): 563-595.

• Galiani, Sebastian, and Gustavo Torrens. 2016. “Why Not Taxation and Representation? A
Note on the American Revolution.” NBER Working Paper.

• Blattman, Christopher, Alexandra Hartman, and Robert Blair. 2014. “How to Promote Order
and Property Rights under Weak Rule of Law? An Experiment in Changing Dispute Reso-
lution Behavior through Community Education.” American Political Science Review 108(1):
100–120.

• Blattman, Christopher, and Jeannie Annan.2015. “Can Employment Reduce Lawlessness and
Rebellion? A Field Experiment with High-Risk Men in a Fragile State.” American Political
Science Review 110(1).

• Blattman, Christopher and Laura Ralston. 2015. “Generating employment in poor and fragile
states: Evidence from labor market and entrepreneurship programs.” Working paper.

• Blattman, Christopher, and Edward Miguel. “Civil War.” Journal of Economic Literature
48.1 (2010): 3-57.

• Fehr, Ernst, and Simon Gächter. “Fairness and Retaliation: The Economics of Reciprocity.”
The Journal of Economic Perspectives 14, no. 3 (2000): 159–81.

• Henrich, Joseph, Robert Boyd, Samuel Bowles, Colin Camerer, Ernst Fehr, and Herbert
Gintis. 2004. “Foundations of Human Sociality: Economic Experiments and Ethnographic
Evidence from Fifteen Small-Scale Societies.” Oxford University Press.

• Fehr, Ernst, and Urs Fischbacher. 2003. “The Nature of Human Altruism.” Nature 425(6960):
785–91.

3 Order through states
• Monty Python and the Holy Grail, “The Annoying Peasant”

• Pages 1-24of Besley, Timothy and Suresh Naidu. 2015. “Chapter 21: Political Economy,”
Draft chapter for core-econ.org

• Tilly, Charles (1985). “War making and state making as organized crime,” in Bringing the
State Back In, eds P.B. Evans, D. Rueschemeyer, & T. Skocpol. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1985.
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• Herbst, Jeffrey. “War and the State in Africa.” International Security (1990): 117-139.

• Chapter 1 of Dipali Mukhopadhyay. 2014. “Warlords, strongman governors, and the state in
Afghanistan.” Cambridge University Press. (A Kindle version of Chapter 1 is available on
Amazon for free by clicking on “Send a free sample”)

Recommended reading
• North, D. C., J. J. Wallis, and Barry Weingast. 2006. “A conceptual framework for inter-

preting recorded human history,” National Bureau of Economic Research. 12795.

• Vu, Tuong. 2010. “Studying the state through state formation.” World Politics 62(1): 148-
175.

• Spruyt, Hendrik. 2002. “The origins, development, and possible decline of the modern state.”
Annual Review of Political Science 5(1): 127-149.

• Herbst, Jeffrey. 2000. “States and Power in Africa: Comparative Lessons in Authority and
Control.” Princeton: Princeton University Press.

• Robinson, James A. 2002. “States and Power in Africa by Jeffrey I. Herbst: A Review Essay.”
Journal of Economic Literature 40(2): 510-519.

• Barry Weingast on Law. EconTalk podcast. August 2014.

• Boix, Carles, and Frances Rosenbluth. 2014. “Bones of contention: the political economy of
height inequality.” American Political Science Review 108(1): 1-22.

• Johnson, Noel and Mark Koyama. 2015. “States and Economic Growth” Working paper.

• Dincecco, Mark. 2015. “The Rise of Effective States in Europe.” Working paper.

• Besley, Timothy, and Torsten Persson. 2010. “State capacity, conflict, and development.”
Econometrica 78(1): 1-34.

• Robb, Graham. 2008. “The discovery of France.” Pan Macmillan.

4 Order through institutions
• North, Douglass C. 1992. “Transaction costs, institutions, and economic performance.” San

Francisco, CA: ICS Press.

• Sections 5 to 10 of Acemoglu, Daron, Simon Johnson, and James Robinson. 2005. “In-
stitutions as a fundamental cause of long-run growth.” Handbook of Economic Growth 1:
385-472.

• Douglass C. North, John J. Wallis & Barry R. Weingast. 2009. “Violence and the rise of
open-access orders.” Journal of Democracy, 20(1): 55-68.
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• Pages 1 to 6 of Mahoney, James. 2001. “Path-Dependent Explanations of Regime Change:
Central America in Comparative Perspective.” Studies in Comparative International Devel-
opment 36 (1): 111–41.

• Read introduction to Dell, Melissa. 2010. “The Persistent Effects of Peru’s Mining Mita.”
Econometrica, 78(6): 1863-1903.

Recommended reading
• Pierson, Paul. 2000. “Increasing returns, path dependence, and the study of politics.” Amer-

ican Political Science Review: 251-267.

• David, Paul A. 1985. “Clio and the Economics of QWERTY.” The American Economic
Review 75(2): 332–37.

• Mahoney, James. 2001. “Path-Dependent Explanations of Regime Change: Central Amer-
ica in Comparative Perspective.” Studies in Comparative International Development 36 (1):
111–41.

• Acemoglu, Daron and James Robinson. 2012. “Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power,
Prosperity and Poverty.” Basic Books.

• Sections 1 to 4 of Acemoglu, Daron, Simon Johnson, and James Robinson. 2005. “Institutions
as a fundamental cause of long-run growth.” Handbook of Economic Growth 1: 385-472.

• Glaeser, Edward L., et al. 2004. “Do institutions cause growth?” Journal of Economic Growth
9(3): 271-303.

• Gonzalez de Lara, Yadira, Avner Greif and Saumitra Jha. 2008. “The Administrative Foun-
dations of Self-Enforcing Constitutions.” American Economic Review, 98(2): 105-09.

• Dell, Melissa, Nathan Lane, and Pablo Querubin. 2015. “State Capacity, Local Governance,
and Economic Development in Vietnam.” Working paper.

• Akee, Randall, Miriam Jorgensen, and Uwe Sunde. 2015. “Critical junctures and economic
development–Evidence from the adoption of constitutions among American Indian Nations.”
Journal of Comparative Economics 43(4): 844-861.

• Banerjee, Abhijit and Lakshmi Iyer. 2005. “History, Institutions and Economic Performance:
the Legacy of Colonial Land Tenure Systems in India.” American Economic Review 95(4):
1190-1213.

• Wantchekon, Leonard, Natalija Novta, and Marko Klasnja. 2012. “Education and Human
Capital Externalities: Evidence from Colonial Benin,” Working Paper.

• Hariri, Jacob G. “The Autocratic Legacy of Early Statehood.” American Political Science
Review 106.3 (2012).

• Pande, Rohini and Christopher Udry. 2005. “Institutions and Development: A View from
Below”, in the Proceedings of the 9th World Congress of the Econometric Society, edited by
R. Blundell, W. Newey, and T. Persson, Cambridge University Press.
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5 Order from societies
• Blog post by Tabarrok, Alex. 2015. “The Ferguson Kleptocracy,” Marginal Revolution (blog

post, March 5).

• Clark, William Roberts, Matt Golder, and Sona N. Golder. 2013. “Power and politics: insights
from an exit, voice, and loyalty game.” Unpublished manuscript, University of Michigan and
Pennsylvania State University.

• Chapter 1of James Scott. 2009. “The art of not being governed: An anarchist history of
upland Southeast Asia.” Yale University Press.

• Ostrom, Elinor. 2000. “Collective Action and the Evolution of Social Norms.” The Journal
of Economic Perspectives 14(3):137-158.

Recommended reading
• Putnam, Robert D. 1993. “What makes democracy work?” National Civic Review 82(2):

101-107.

• Preface (p. ix-xxvi)in James C. Scott. 2012. “Two Cheers for Anarchism.”

• Herbst, Jeffrey. 1990. “Migration, the politics of protest, and state consolidation in Africa.”
African Affairs: 183-203.

• Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson. 2015. “Paths to Inclusive Political Institutions”

• Fukuyama, Francis. 2001. “Social capital, civil society and development.” Third world
quarterly 22(1): 7-20.

• Paul Robinson on Cooperation, Punishment and the Criminal Justice System, EconTalk
Episode with Russ Robert, August 31, 2015.

• Welzel, Christian, and Ronald Inglehart. 2008. “The role of ordinary people in democratiza-
tion.” Journal of Democracy 19(1): 126-140.

• Leeson, Peter T. 2014. “Pirates, prisoners, and preliterates: anarchic context and the private
enforcement of law.” European Journal of Law and Economics 37(3): 365-379.

• Fearon, James D. 2011. “Self-enforcing democracy.” The Quarterly Journal of Economics 126(4):
1661-1708.

• De Tocqueville, Alexis. 1840. “Democracy in America.”

• LeGuin, Ursula K. 2015. “The Dispossessed.” Hachette UK.

• Ellickson, Robert C. 2009. “Order without Law: How Neighbors Settle Disputes.” Harvard
University Press.
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6 The origins and politics of today’s weak states
• Chapters 2and 8 of Migdal, Joel S. 1988. “Strong societies and weak states: state-society

relations and state capabilities in the Third World.” Princeton University Press.

• Bates, Robert H., John H. Coatsworth, and Jeffrey G. Williamson. 2007. “Lost Decades:
Post-independence Performance in Latin America and Africa.” The Journal of Economic
History.

• Van de Walle, Nicolas. 2004. “Economic Reform: Patterns and Constraints.” Democratic
Reform in Africa. The Quality of Progress: 29-63.

Recommended reading
• Chapter 2of Mamdani, Mahmood. 1996. “Citizen and Subject: Contemporary Africa and the

Legacy of Late Colonialism,” Princeton: Princeton University Press.

• Chapter 2of Samuels, David J. 2012. “Comparative Politics.” Pearson Higher Education.
(especially second half of chapter on late state development)

• Robert Klitgaard. 2013. “Tropical Gangsters II: Adventures in Development in the World’s
Poorest Places” Amazon Digital Services.

• Robinson, James A. “Colombia: Another 100 years of solitude.” Current history 112.751
(2013): 43-48.

• Heldring, Leander, and James A. Robinson. 2012. ”Colonialism and Economic Development
in Africa.” Working paper.

• Young, Crawford. 2004. “The end of the post-colonial state in Africa? Reflections on changing
African political dynamics.” African Affairs 103(410).

• Goldstone, Jack A., Robert H. Bates, David L. Epstein, Ted Robert Gurr, Michael Lustik,
Monty G. Marshall, Jay Ulfelder, and Mark Woodward. “A Global Forecasting Model of
Political Instability.” American Journal of Political Science 54, no. 1 (2010): 190–208.

• Robert H. Jackson and Carl G. Rosberg (1982). “Personal Rule in Black Africa: Prince,
Autocrat, Prophet, Tyrant”. University of California Press.

• Magaloni, Beatriz. 2006. “Voting for autocracy: Hegemonic party survival and its demise in
Mexico.” Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

• Radelet, Steven. 2016. “The Great Surge: The Ascent of the Developing World.” New York:
Simon and Schuster.

• Ake, Claude. 1996. “Democracy and development in Africa.” Brookings Institution Press.

• Ake, Claude. 2000. “The Feasibility of Democracy in Africa.” Council for the Development
of Social Science Research in Africa.

• Fanon, Franz. 2004. “The Wretched of the Earth.” Grove Press.
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/pmhh6kko02ozef4/Mamdani%20Ch%202.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/vnyjdzyshb9w426/Samuels%20%282013%29%2C%20Comparative%20Politics%2C%20Chapter%202.pdf?dl=0
http://www.amazon.com/Tropical-Gangsters-II-Adventures-Development-ebook/dp/B00C9GEQ58
http://www.amazon.com/Tropical-Gangsters-II-Adventures-Development-ebook/dp/B00C9GEQ58
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7 Order through armed intervention?
• Gettleman, Jeffrey. “Quandary in South Sudan: Should It Lose Its Hard-Won Independence?”

New York Times, January 23, 2017.

• Introduction to Stewart, Rory, and Gerald Knaus. 2011. “Can Intervention Work?” W.W.
Norton & Company. (The whole book is highly recommended)

• Chapter 1 of Fortna, Virginia Page. 2008. “Does Peacekeeping Work? Shaping Belligerents’
Choices after Civil War.” Princeton: Princeton University Press.

• Weinstein, Jeremy M. 2005. “Autonomous Recovery and International Intervention in Com-
parative Perspective.” Center for Global Development Working Paper 57.

• Fearon, James D, and David D Laitin. 2004. “Neotrusteeship and the Problem of Weak
States.” International Security 28 (4): 5–43.

Recommended reading
• Driscoll, Jesse. 2015. “Warlords and Coalition Politics in Post-Soviet States.” Cambridge

University Press.

• Stewart, Rory, and Gerald Knaus. 2011. “Can Intervention Work?” W.W. Norton & Com-
pany.

• Finnemore, Martha. 2008. “Paradoxes in Humanitarian Intervention,” in Richard Price (ed.),
Moral Limit and Possibility in World Politics. New York: Cambridge University Press, 197-
224.

• Fortna, Virginia Page. 2004. “Does Peacekeeping Keep Peace? International Intervention
and the Duration of Peace After Civil War.” International Studies Quarterly 48: 269–292.

• Fortna, Virginia Page, and Lise Morjé Howard. 2008. “Pitfalls and Prospects in the Peace-
keeping Literature.” Annual Review of Political Science 11: 283-301.

• Easterly, William. 2008. “Foreign Aid Goes Military!” New York Review of Books.

• Barry Weingast “In the Shadow of Violence: A New Perspective on Development.” Working
Paper, Hoover Institution, Stanford University, July 2015.

• Posen, Barry R. “Nationalism, the mass army, and military power.” International Security
(1993): 80-124.

• Dube, Oeindrila, and Suresh Naidu (2014) “Bases, bullets and ballots: The effect of US
military aid on political conflict in Colombia.” National Bureau of Economic Research Working
Paper 20213.

• Shringarpure, Bhakti. 2013. “In Conversation with Mahmood Mamdani.” Warscapes, July
15.

• Sambanis, Nicholas. 2008. “Short- and Long-Term Effects of United Nations Peace Opera-
tions.” The World Bank Economic Review 22(1): 9–32.
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8 State capacity building without war (but with aid?)
• Moss, Todd, Gunilla Pettersson, and Nicolas Van de Walle. 2006. “An aid-institutions para-

dox? A review essay on aid dependency and state building in sub-Saharan Africa.” Center
for Global Development Working Paper 74.

• Pritchett, Lant, Michael Woolcock, and Matt Andrews. 2013. “Looking like a state: tech-
niques of persistent failure in state capability for implementation.” The Journal of Develop-
ment Studies 49(1): 1-18.

• Berwick, Elissa and Fotini Christia. 2017. “Building State Capacity” Annual Review of
Political Science.

• Blum, Jurgen, Fotini Christia, and Daniel Rogger. 2016. “Civil Service Reform in Post-
Conflict Societies” World Bank working paper.

Recommended reading
• Mwenda, Andrew. Africa and the Curse of Foreign Aid (Video)

• Qian, Nancy. 2014. “Making Progress on Foreign Aid.” Annual Review of Economics 3.

• Nunn, Nathan, and Nancy Qian. 2014. “U.S. Food Aid and Civil Conflict.” American Eco-
nomic Review.

• Faye, Michael and Paul Niehaus. 2012. “Political Aid Cycles”, American Economic Review
102(7): 3516–3530.

• Ahmed, Faisal Z. 2012. “The Perils of Unearned Foreign Income: Aid, Remittances, and
Government Survival.” American Political Science Review 106(1): 146-165.

• Podcast with Binyavanga Wainaina: “The Ethics of Aid: One Kenyan’s Perspective” (or see
transcript)

• Easterly, William. 2009. “Can the West Save Africa?” Journal of Economic Literature 47(2).

• Chapter 5of Van de Walle, Nicolas. 2001. “African Economies and the Politics of Permanent
Crisis, 1979-1999.” Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

• Berman, Eli, Joseph H. Felter, Jacob N. Shapiro, and Erin Troland. 2013. “Effective Aid in
Conflict Zones.” VoxEU.org, May 26.

• Werker, Eric and Faisal Z. Ahmed (2008). “What Do Nongovernmental Organizations Do?”
Journal of Economic Perspectives 22(2).

• Easterly, William and Tobias Pfutze. 2008. “Where Does the Money Go? Best and Worst
Practices in Foreign Aid.” Journal of Economic Perspectives, 22(2).

• Besley, Timothy, and Torsten Persson. 2013. “Taxation and Development.” Handbook of
Public Economics 5: 51.
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http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayAbstract?fromPage=online&aid=8504665
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• Gordon, Roger and Wei Li. 2005. “Tax Structures in Developing Countries: Many Puzzles
and a Possible Explanation”

• Besley, Tim and Persson, Torsten. 2009. “The Origins of State Capacity: Property Rights,
Taxation and Politics,” American Economic Review, 99(4), 1218-44.

• Weber, Eugen. 1976. “Peasants into Frenchmen: the modernization of rural France, 1870-
1914.” Stanford University Press.

• Sahlins, Peter. 1989. “Boundaries: the making of France and Spain in the Pyrenees.” Uni-
versity of California Press.

• Olken, Benjamin A., and Rohini Pande. 2012. “Corruption in Developing Countries.” Annual
Review of Economics 4(1): 479–509.

• Alesina, Alberto and David Dollar. 2000. “Who Gives Foreign Aid to Whom and Why?”
Journal of Economic Growth, 5, 33-64.

9 Fostering institutions and democracy
• Chapter 5 of Samuels, David J. 2012. “Comparative Politics.” Pearson Higher Education.

• Introduction to Gandhi, Jennifer. 2008. “Political Institutions under Dictatorship.” Cam-
bridge University Press New York.

• Easterly, William. 2011. “Benevolent Autocrats.” Working paper.

• Chapter X of Driscoll, Jesse. 2015. “Warlords and Coalition Politics in Post-Soviet States.”
Cambridge University Press.

Recommended reading
• Linz, Juan J. 1993. “State building and nation building.” European Review 1(4): 355-369.

• Chapter 6 of Van de Walle, Nicolas. 2001. “African economies and the politics of permanent
crisis, 1979-1999.” Cambridge University Press.

• Blaydes, Lisa, and Mark Andreas Kayser. 2011. “Counting Calories: Democracy and Distri-
bution in the Developing World.” International Studies Quarterly 55(4): 887-908.

• p. 75-92 of Ake, Claude. 2000. “The Feasibility of Democracy in Africa.” Council for the
Development of Social Science Research in Africa.

• Besley, Timothy and Masayuki Kudamatsu. 2007. “Making Autocracy Work.” Working
paper.

• Diamond, Larry. 2006. “Promoting democracy in post-conflict and failed states.” Taiwan
Journal of Democracy 2(2): 93-116.

• Gandhi, Jennifer, and Ellen Lust-Okar. 2009. “Elections under authoritarianism.” Annual
Review of Political Science 12: 403-422.
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• Gilardi, Fabrizio. 2012. “Transnational diffusion: Norms, ideas, and policies.” Handbook of
international relations 2.

• Geddes, Barbara. 1999. “What do we know about democratization after twenty years?”
Annual Review of Political Science 2(1): 115-144.

• Monica Martinez-Bravo, Gerard Padró-i-Miquel, Nancy Qian and Yang Yao. 2014. “Political
Reform in China: The Effect of Local Elections.” Working paper.

• Jones, Benjamin F., and Benjamin A. Olken. 2005. “Do Leaders Matter? National Leadership
and Growth Since World War II.” Quarterly Journal of Economics 120: 835–864.

• Blaydes, Lisa. 2010. “Elections and distributive politics in Mubarak’s Egypt.” Cambridge
University Press.

• Tripp, Aili Mari. 2010. “Museveni’s Uganda: paradoxes of power in a hybrid regime.” Lynne
Rienner Publishers.

• Magaloni, Beatriz. 2006. “Voting for autocracy: Hegemonic party survival and its demise in
Mexico.” Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

10 Seeing like a state (or not)
• New York Times except from Singer, Peter. “The Life You Can Save: How to Do Your Part

to End World Poverty.” Random House Incorporated, 2010.

• Severine Autesserre. 2015. “Trouble in Peaceland.” Foreign Policy, October.

• James Ferguson with L. Lohmann. 1994. “The anti-politics machine: ’development’ and
bureaucratic power in Lesotho.” The Ecologist 24(5).

• Introduction and Chapter 10 in Scott, James C. 1998. “Seeing Like a State: How Certain
Schemes to Improve the Human Condition Have Failed.” New Haven: Yale University Press.

Recommended reading
• Singer, Peter. 2010. “The Life You Can Save: How to Do Your Part to End World Poverty.”

Random House Incorporated.

• Paul Seabright. 1999. “The Aestheticising Vice,” London Review of Books 21(11), p.26-27

• Video: Lant Pritchett. 2010. “The best of aid.”

• J. Bradford DeLong. 1999. “Forests, Trees, and Intellectual Roots...: A review of James
Scott’s Seeing Like a State.”

• Andrews, Matt, Lant Pritchett, and Michael Woolcock. 2013. “Escaping capability traps
through problem driven iterative adaptation (PDIA).” World Development 51: 234-244.

• Easterly, William. 2006. “The white man’s burden: why the West’s efforts to aid the rest
have done so much ill and so little good.” Penguin Group USA.
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• Easterly, William. 2014. “The tyranny of experts: Economists, dictators, and the forgotten
rights of the poor.” New York: Basic Books.

• Popper, Karl Raimund. 2002. “The poverty of historicism.” Psychology Press.

• Schumacher, Ernst Friedrich. 1985. “Small is beautiful.” Rowohlt Taschenbuch Verlag.

• Rodrik, Dani. 2014. “When Ideas Trump Interests: Preferences, Worldviews, and Policy
Innovations.” The Journal of Economic Perspectives 28(1): 189-208.
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